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COVID-19 & Jesus 

Grace and Peace fellow followers. As I write this, our country, and many parts of the world, are in uncharted territory, 
amidst inexperienced circumstances. Schools are closed, churches are having worship online, and suddenly everyone 
needs to go to the bathroom at a rate never before witnessed in the history of humanity. 

There is much to say, and many opinions, concerning the COVID-19 virus. Since I am not an expert concerning 
infectious diseases, I’m not going to give my two cents about it because that’s what gets us in trouble - self-advised, 
self-proclaimed experts exhorting about topics of which one is no expert at all. Therefore, I’m going to hush about the 
virus and encourage us to “honor the emperor ” (1 Peter 5:17), “love our neighbor” (Mark 12:31), and “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) throughout this uncharted territory of our time. 

What I am going to talk about, however, is Jesus. A.W. Tozer, the brilliant theologian, once remarked, “A scared world 
needs a fearless church.” Amen, brother. 

Now, it’s one thing to claim to be a fearless church, yet a whole other ballgame to actually be a fearless church (church 
meaning body of people in Christ). Consider, how can we be fearless when stores can’t even keep toilet paper stocked 
due to the high demand (sorry, had to throw that one in there!). Seriously, though, germs are everywhere, death is 
always coming, and the news we see on television is a steady, faithful reminder we live in a broken, crying-out-
creation, waiting for redemption. 

So, what are we to do? Remember. 

Paul encouraged young Timothy, “Remember, Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David” (2 Timothy 
2:8). In whatever story unfolds in our daily lives, or in our country's story, we, the church, must remember Jesus. 
Remembering Jesus has an uncanny, holy habit way of casting out fear. 

How so? Glad you asked. 

Even believers are apt to become fearful of their financial situations. Remember, what Jesus said, “you can’t serve two 
masters” (Matthew 6:24). It’s God’s heart that our master be Jesus, not money. For when our master is Jesus, our life 
is recession-proof, because we drink from a well that will not run dry (John 4:14) and we feast on the bread of life that 
has, as its source, heaven, not earth (John 6:32-35). 

Even believers wash their hands and are faithful users of hand sanitizer (as we should be!). We do this because 
science, a gift from God, has taught us that this world is unclean and you can get some nasty germs from it. 
Remember what Jesus did? He touched unclean people that should have made him sick (Matthew 8:3). Saint, be 
reminded, that the one we remember, Jesus, is immune to sickness, suffering, and death. He entered them all 2000 
years ago, and then rose victoriously that he might reign eternally over them and one day destroy them all together. 

Our current status as believers is that our seat is in heaven right now (Eph. 2:6), our citizenship is in heaven right now 
(Philippians 3:20), and hope for the future is coming from heaven soon. Therefore, though the world fret, we fret not. 
Instead, we remember, we remember that a place of burial became a stage for resurrection. We remember that 
money, sickness, and death hold no power over him. 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead. Remember this and fear not. 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Luke 
Luke Whitehead is Pastor of Discipleship to the community of saints, in Christ, at Nashville UMC. 
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